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About the 
Macaronis

When:  1760s - 1780s

Where:  England

Who:  Wealthy young men



Origin of the Term

• After going on the Grand Tour, young aristocrats 
made Italian pasta a trendy dish in the 1760s.

• Fashionable gents formed the Macaroni Club and 
the “Macaroni and Theatrical Magazine” in 1770s.

• They were satirized by printmakers, especially 
shop of Matthew and Mary Darly.



Overview of Men’s 
Fashion:

England 1760s - 1780s













A Few French 
Fashions

1760s - 1780s







Macaroni 
Fashion

• “Foreign” compared to 

England

• Exaggerated details

• Tight-fitting

• Effeminate

• Prints and stripes

• Accessories like tasseled 

walking sticks

• Big wigs!



























Macaroni 
Wigs

















Macaroni 
Habits

• Gambling

• Romance

• Shopping





















Ridicule 
of 

Macaronis

























Female 
Macaronis

Most English

women didn’t wear 

exaggerated 

18th-century styles 

— that was common 

in France.





Call It Macaroni

• Trendy — from aristocrats to middle-class

• Youth movement

• Individualistic

• Moved English fashion forward

• Last gasp before the buttoned-down 

19th century
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