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An Overview of Punk
• 1974-79

• Nihilist

• Do-it-yourself

• Meant to outrage, disrupt

• Opposed to hippies, disco, 
corporate rock/fashion

• Music: Sex Pistols, Ramones, 
Clash, X, Cramps, Television



An Overview of Gothic

• Punk, Victorian, romantic, industrial, cyber
• DIY, retro, historical, extravagant
• Black, jewel tones, stripes, lace, velvet, PVC, 

leather, silver jewelry
• Music: Bauhaus, Joy Division, Siouxie & the 

Banshees, The Cure, Sisters of Mercy, etc.



Beginnings of the Gothic Subculture

• London clubs: Blitz Club (1980), Batcave 
(1982), Slimelight (1987-present)

• LA deathrock scene (late 1970s-mid 1980s)
• SF Death Guild club (1993-present)

Synthesis of punk, glam, new romantic, 
gothic literature & poetry, horror themes, 

& HISTORY! 



“Bela Lugosi’s Dead” by Bauhaus
August 1979

White on white translucent black capes
Back on the rack
Bela Lugosi's dead
The bats have left the bell tower
The victims have been bled
Red velvet lines the black box
Bela Lugosi's dead

The virginal brides file past his tomb
Strewn with time's dead flowers
Bereft in deathly bloom
Alone in a darkened room
The count
Bela Lugosi's dead



David Bowie

“Bowie’s theatricality freed punk 
rock performers to indulge their 
own impulses to dress up. 
Inspired by Bowie, they would 
create their own performance 
masks, costumes and stage 
personae. As a result, their fans, 
rather than merely imitating, 
would go on to create their own 
world of disguise — goth.”

“Playing Dress Up: David Bowie 
and the Roots of Goth,” by David 
Shumway and Heather Arnet
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Batcave, 1984



Arts & Pop Culture Influences

• Medieval (Gothic) architecture
• Lord Byron, Shelley, Mary Wollstonecraft 

at Lake Geneva (1810s)
• Edgar Allan Poe stories & poetry (1840s)
• Pre-Raphaelite art (1850s-90s)
• Hammer horror films (1950s-1970s)
• Anne Rice novels (1970s-1990s)
• And so much more!



Victorian Mourning, Dracula,
& Oscar Wilde
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Morticia & the 
Pre-Raphaelites

Charles Addams cartoons (1938)
Vampira TV show (1954) 

Addams Family TV show (1964)
The Munsters TV show (1964)

Elvira TV show (1981)
Addams Family movies (1991-3)











Beetlejuice (1988),
Wind Flowers by John William Waterhouse (1903)



Goth Babe of the Week, 1996-7



Sleepy Hollow
 (1999), Sidonia von Bork by Sir Edw

ard Coley Burne-Jones (1860 )



2010s



Gothic to Haute Couture to Gothic



Vogue, 1982 Comme de Garcons, 1984



Dolly Magazine, 1985 Elle Japan, 1986



Vivienne Westwood, 1985-1990



Christian Lacroix – 1987-1990





John Galliano for Christian Dior, 1998



Alexander McQueen, 2002
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